Exercises: Privacy

Determine whether the following cases would be grounds for privacy actions by the people mentioned.

1.
A writer for your fitness magazine has discovered that the woman who recently was named Ms. Aerobics USA was once a man. The woman has changed her name and moved since having the sex change 10 years ago, and she apparently has kept the information from everyone. The writer had a hunch, though, and checked old police records and found a traffic ticket in her old name. The writer argues that this is obviously important news; do you publish it?

2.
You edit a magazine that focuses on the outdoors. A photographer offers you a photo, shot from behind, of a nude couple running hand‑in‑hand toward a lake as the sun sets behind it. Their faces are visible, and they are obviously having a great time. The picture is tasteful and would work well in a feature on summer fun, but the photographer didn’t get the permission of the people involved. Can you run it?

3.
The situation is the same as in #2, except you edit a women’s magazine and you’re considering running the photo to illustrate an article called “An Affair May Be Just What Your Marriage Needs!” Can you run the photo?

4.
A teen has been charged with decapitating an elderly woman. He told police he did it “just to see what it would be like.” Police are not releasing the name, but one of your newspaper reporters has obtained it through a friend who works at the courthouse. “This is a horrendous crime,” the reporter says, “and we ought to let our readers know who this monster is. What a scoop it will be!” Do you use the name?

5.
A newsletter profile of a successful local business woman notes that she got off to a late start because she didn’t graduate from college until 10 years after she started. The article doesn’t explain why she took so long, so you ask the writer. He says that he heard secondhand that she could take only a class or two each semester because she had to work to help support her family. Deadline is approaching; can you add that information without further verification?

6.
One of the writers for your city magazine has turned in a short piece about a local man who has quit his job so that he can protest at abortion clinics every day. While the man refused to be interviewed, your reporter spent a great deal of time learning about him from family members and close friends. You’re satisfied the information is accurate, but the subject has called the magazine threatening to sue for invasion of privacy if the piece

is published. Do you run it?

