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Group 2 : Capitalizations 

1. When a noun stands alone it is lower case and when it is a proper name it is capitalized.  Ex.  the party is lowercase; the Democratic and Republican parties are uppercase.

2. Popular names that don’t have official names are capitalized. Ex. the Combat Zone is a section of downtown Boston.

3. Shortened names of one-of-a-kind events are also capitalized. Ex. the Series (the World Series)

4. Any word that is derived from a proper noun and still depends on it for its meaning such as American, Christian, Christianity etc.

5. Lowercase words that are derived from a proper noun but no longer depend on it for their meaning. Ex. french fries, herculean, manhattan cocktail, etc. 

6. Capitalization rules don’t apply to poetry. 

7. In books, movies, plays etc. only capitalize principal words, including prepositions and conjunctions of four or more letters. Ex. The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen. 

8. Lowercase titles when used alone, and capitalize formal titles when used immediately before a name.  Ex. the senator; Sen. John Smith 

9. Use lowercase for terms that are job descriptions rather than formal titles. Ex. She was a professor. 

10. Brand Names are always capitalized. Ex. Nike 

11. Use all capital letters but no periods, in longer abbreviations and acronyms when the individual letters are pronounced. Ex. ABC, CIA , FBI

