Always Capitalize

-Formal titles when used directly before a name. ie: President Bush gave a speech.

-Popular names ie: the Street (referring to Wall Street), the Main Line (referring to Philadelphia suburbs).

-Brand names (service mark, trademark) ie: Nike, McDonald’s, Realtor as a service mark.

-Principle words in the titles of compositions- (books, movies, songs, poems, plays, operas, radio & television programs, works of art, etc).

-Words that are derived from a proper noun and are still dependant upon it for its meaning. (ie: American, French, Shakespearean)

-Legal holidays and holy days (ie: Christmas, New Year’s Eve, Hanukkah, Columbus Day)
-The first name of monotheistic deities (ie: God, Allah, Buddah)

Never Capitalize

-job descriptions- ie: He is a secretary. 

-Words that are derived from a proper noun but are no longer dependant upon it for its meaning- (ie: french fries, manhattan cocktail.)

-Common nouns when they stand alone (ie: The series, not referring to the World Series)

-Historical period and events (ie: 18th century, ancient Greece, classical Rome)

-The names of plants: (ie: fir, clover, tree, azalea) Only capitalize proper nouns or adjectives that occur in the name (ie: Douglas, Scotch, Dutch).

-Names of seasons (ie: spring semester) unless it’s the official name (ie: Spring Ball)

-Names of polytheistic deities (ie: Roman gods)

