Exercises: Defamation
Read the following article excerpts and underline each instance of possible defamation. After each excerpt, list the type of defamation; the defense that allows you to publish the material, if there is one (if there is no defense, write ``None’’); what action to take (publish the material as is, edit the material or delete the material). If you have decided that the material must be edited, write in the edited version on the last line.

1.
Robert Smith of Neptune Avenue told police earlier today that his neighbor, Tom Deadmon, had had a steady stream of men and women visiting his home throughout the night. “It’s pretty clear he’s running a drug business in there,” Smith said.

Type:

Defense:

Action:

Edited Version:

2.
The woman testified that Hollwood forced his way into her car and forced her to the floor. “He hit the gas, and the next thing I knew we were in the wooded area where he raped me.”

Type:

Defense:

Action:

Edited Version:

3.
(From a column) It’s unfortunate that he has chosen television news as a career, because his is a face best suited to radio. But his tendency to slur his words would be a liability in that field, too.

Type:

Defense:

Action:

Edited Version:

4.
She announced her withdrawal from the race because, she said, “It’s clear my opponents have rigged the election.”

Type:

Defense:

Action:

Edited Version:

5.
The detective told reporters that Mann undoubtedly would be charged with child abuse after police questioned him.

Type:

Defense:

Action:

Edited Version:

6.
(From an editorial) While the governor has served his state well, his ideas are simply tired and he is no match for his challenger. Musmanno, on the other hand, promises to get this state out of its budgetary quagmire and is easily the better man for the job.

Type:

Defense:

Action:

Edited Version:

7.
(From a column) Madonna is nothing much to look at. In the photos in her book, “Sex,” she exposes the hard, hard face of a middle‑aged whore. So why was the book such a success? Because Madonna is a freak, a geek, a fit companion for the world’s fattest woman and the two‑headed calf you’d find at a state fair.

Type:

Defense:

Action:

Edited Version:

8.
(From a news release) The funds for the medical school scholarship come from alumnus Jordan Nash. He donated $1 million to the university last year, shortly after rumors surfaced that he is dying of AIDS.

Type:

Defense:

Action:

Edited Version:

9.
Neighbors say that the DiMondos’ pit bull is ferocious. “You just walk past him and he looks like he’s ready to tear your head off,” said one woman who asked not to be identified. She added, “And one day I saw him tear apart a harmless kitten. I just broke down sobbing.”

Type:

Defense:

Action:

Edited Version:

10.
Before the previous speaker could finish her comments at the public meeting on changes in the zoning laws, Washington jumped to his feet and yelled, “You think you have problems? You should live next door to junkies like I do! Ever since the Rhoads family moved in, we’ve had nothing but trouble.”

Type:

Defense:

Action:

Edited Version:

