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cuttural phenomenon for decades. Cick above 1o wil ither be streaming or on cable TV. show your
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From Box Office Flop to Christmas Tradition

The ciematic season once ruied by ning Berln, Charkes Dickens, and If's a
Wonderful Life now belongs fo a iffie 1983 sieeper of a movie, 4 Christmas Story A
ook back at how Bob Clark's new holday classic upended the senfimental id order
by showing something every family coud recogrize.
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Synopsis

own Ovattine
Ralphic drinks his Ovalfine and you shoukd foo! Make your own

Ouaitine Martil with fhis recipe

Set In the fictional cify of Hohman (based on real-ife city of Hammond, indiana), 3-year-old Ralph "Ralphie” Parker wants only one fhing for Christmas: “an
official Red Ryder carbine-action 200-shof range model air rifle with a compass In fhe stock, and fhis fhing which tels fime: Between run-ins with his

younger brofher Randy and having to handie school bully Scut Farkws, and his sidekick Grover Dit, Ralphie does not know how he wil ever survive long
enough fo get the BB gun for Christmas. The plot revolves around Ralphie's overcoming a seemingy Insurmountalble obstacie o his owning the precious.
et Rt 80 et foc.hat h wl oot H 6 cu (1 lacsic 8B Gu mofher' back Vo oo o age ot e of e e ks et
Ralphie makes his case fo another indiduak each fime he is met by the same refort. When Raiphie asks his mother for a Red Ryder B8 gun for Christmas,
she says, "No, youl shoot your ey out.”Next, when Ralphie writes a theme about wanting fhe BB gun for Mrs. Shickds, is teacher at Warren G. Harding
Elementary School, Ralphie ges @ C+, and Mrs. Shicds wrifes 'PS. Youll shoot your @ye out” on it Finally, when Ralphie asks an obnoxious department sfore
Santa Claus for @ Red Ruder BB gun, he responds, You'l shoot your eye out, ki Merry Christmas! Ho, ho, hof, before pushing Ralphie down a long side with
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On the day he gets the C+ on his compasition, Ralphie is struck In the face with a snowbal thrown at him by fhe buly Scut Farkus, who then begins fo
tease and faunt Raiphie. Having had enough of Scut along with Grover DIl buling him, Randy, and his friends Flick and Schwartz, Ralphie angrily charges:
at Farkus, facking him 10 fhe ground. After knocking down Grover Dil (who fries o nfervene for his pal, Raiphie proceeds fo beat Scut's face, giving him a
bloody nose. During the fight, Ralphie begins to swear non-stop as he lands blow afer biow to the squealing Farkus fhe kids behind the fence are shocked
by the swearing. Randy runs o Get fhelr mom, who shows up and puls her son off fhe bully, and takes him and Randy home. This part of the fim occurs

shorfiy affer a scene where Raiphie gets Info frouble for swearing whie halping his dad  The Old Mary, as he i referred to throughout the movie fix a fiat
fie. Raiphie s worried about the swearing and Is sure he wil be n big frouble when his father gefs home from work: Randy Is also worried and ides
under fhe sink Instead, Ralphie's mother ol his father about the fight casually at the dinner-fable. She fhen changes the subject of the conversation fo.
an upcoming Chicago Bears game, distracting his father and getting Ralphie off he hook in the process.

On Christrmas morning, Ralphie looks frantically for a box thatt wouid hold the B8 gun fo no avail He nd his brother have quite a few presents, but he is
disappointed because he did not get the gun. His disappointment furns fo joy as his father pains out one last half-hidden present, ostensibly from Santa.
s Ralphic unwraps the B8 gun, M. Parker explains the purchase fo his none-too~fhriled wife, staing that he had one hmself when he

od

Ralphie goes out to fest his new gun, shooting at a paper farget perched on fop of a mefal sign, and predictalbly gefs
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‘on fhem, breaking them. However, he concocts a story fo his mom about an icile faling on him and breaking his glasses, which

im upstais 1o the bathroom fo clean him up, and medﬂnmmmw‘wcmﬂedwwmﬂm“m

neighbors) dogs, who frequentiy forment Ralphic's dad, fo enfer fhe house and eat fhe Chiistmas furkey that s cooling on the kitchen fable. Making o
last-minute decision, M- Parker fakes fhe famiy out fo  Chinese restaurant where fhey have a hilrious fime dining on Peking duck, which adut Ralphie
‘cals “Chinese turkey'.
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Origin:

Book Origins
8 Crristmas Storyhas s orighns In Jean Shephard's In God We Trus#: All thers Pay Cash, which s @ colection of semi-autoblographical short stories about

is chidhood, and was publshed in October 1966, This is why Jean Shepherd is the narrator in A Christmas Sfory.
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Movie Origins

A Christmas Story wouldn't have existed without Jean Shepherd's writng, but it lso would't have existed without Director Bob Clark's previous success,
parficulariy on the movie Porky’, @ raunchy 89's comedy fhat made 165 milion dolars with a budget of only 4 miion dolars. Studios allowed Clark fo work on
A Christmas Story due 1o the previous success. (Please be aware, unlike A Christmas Sfory, Porky's s rated R and s not a family-Friendly movie)
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Visit the Museum

‘ Learn more ‘

Visit the Gift Shop

The gift shop has everything A Christmas Story you can think of! Clothes, cups,
Department 56 collectables, bunny suits, and even ful-size leg lomps and fragile
crates. If you're able fo visit the musuem in person, you covld even snag some:
exclusive merchandise.

‘ Read more

Take A Tour of the Museum
Take a tour of the museum and see never before seen props from the film, as well

as seeing the house where some scenes were fimed.

Read more

Spend the Night In the Parker House

You can actually pay fo stay the night at the house, located at 3159 W. 11th St.,
Cleveland, OH 44169. Be warned, though, the closer it gets to Christmas, the more
expensive staging there is. | had the priviege of staying the night back in August
2018, and | can fell you first-hand, it's incredible!

Read more

Watch the 24/1 Livestream

If you either can't afford to visit the musevm or live too far from Cleveland, don't
worry! The owners have set up a 24/1livestream so you can always check out
what's going on.

Read more
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